
 

REFERRAL TO SENA 

SEN INTERVENTION FUNDING OR EHCP? 

Considerations of an Early Years Provider when planning for school for a child with SEND within their 

provision. 

 

 

Child has an identified 

Special Education 

Need 

Needs can be met through 

SEND Support level and/or 

external support e.g. Health, 

Early Help, Early Years SEND 

Develop a SEND Support Plan 

or targeted plan 

Monitor progress using the 

graduated approach of Assess, 

Plan, Do, Review to measure 

impact of the support 

EY Provider, 

professionals and 

parents feel 

additional funding 

is needed to 

support child 

when they start 

school. Consider 

whether need is a 

long-term need or 

whether it is 

unknown how 

they will cope 

with the transition 

and/or school. 

Complete and submit a request for 

intervention funding (SENIF) – formally 

known as Top Up Funding (will be secured 

within 6 weeks of request) 

EY Provider, 

professionals and 

parents feel need 

is likely to be a 

long-term need 

requiring a 

comprehensive 

extended package 

of support – 

consider EHCP 

needs Assessment 

Needs are not fully met 

through SEND Support Plan 

despite support from 

external sources e.g. Health, 

Early Help, Early Years SEN. 

Having followed the 

graduated approach of 

Assess, Plan, Do, Review and 

monitored impact of support 

– likely to be a long-term 

need 

Talk with professionals 

involved and parent/carers. 

Collate assessment levels 

(current and past), copy of 

current SEND Support 

Plan/Targeted Plan, collate 

any professional reports and 

supporting evidence 

detailing why an EHCP needs 

assessment is needed and 

why Intervention Funding 

would not meet need. 

Missing or poor-quality 

information is likely to case 

delays in the assessment. 

Fully complete and submit a 

request for EHCP Needs 

Assessment using the RSA 

paperwork, ensuring you 

include supporting document 

(20-week timescale) 
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