My starting school book

This book belongs to
 
__________________
This is my new school.
It is called 

My teachers are 

They will help me.

Here is my classroom.

The toilets are close by.

This is the outdoors.

Special things about my school

Use this page to tell children and families about what makes your school unique.

Perhaps you could share details of school pets, or other particular features of your school/ the EYFS environment that makes your school unique.

We have lots of time to play.

Here are some of the things I can choose to play with.

This is where I can keep the things that belong to me.

I can have a snack in the morning.

I can have a hot meal or a packed lunch for dinner.

I will wear a special uniform to go to school.

I will have a special school bag.

At the start of each day I will 
At the end of the day I will 
This is how I’m feeling about

starting school.

At home my favourite things to do and play with are

My favourite tv and book characters are

Songs and stories I like are:
Things that are special to me
(these could be people, pets, places, celebrations, etc.)

These are my questions about starting school:
Parent questions:

How are you feeling about your child starting school?

What do you feel is most important for your child during their first year at school?

Do you have worries/concerns?

Is there anything you feel we should know about your child that would help us to best support them in school?

How can we best support you as a family?

What are the best ways for us to communicate with you?

Do you have any specific questions about starting school?
For parents:

Share this book as you would a story book/finding out book with your child and use it to initiate conversation with them about their new school. Find a time that is good for you both.

You could talk about:

· how you will get to school each day

· other children or adults your child may know already who will also be at school

· any worries they have 

· what they are most looking forward to

· how you are helping them get ready for going to school e.g.

· practising getting dressed/undressed

· going to the toilet independently

· using their words to ask for help

· playing games together, sharing and taking turns

Child and family views
You will see there are some pages to find out more about your child’s feelings about starting school, their interests, what they like to do at home and a page to list any questions they may have. Please help them to put together questions about what really matters to them.

We also have some questions for you. We don’t want you to feel you have to answer each one but hearing your family idea and views is an important part of transition (the time between now and your child starting school) and one we very much value. You can send the second part of the booklet back to us; type your responses and email them to us at _________________; we can talk about your views during our conversations over the next weeks.

We look forward to welcoming your family into our school and working together to support your child.
