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Advice, support and suggestions for schools:
Starting school book - Transition for new children to EYFS
My starting school book - a proforma for schools to adapt for children and their families
The main intentions of this booklet are:
· to encourage children and families to talk together about starting school
· to give children and families relevant information to support them in being ready for school
· to encourage children and families to think about and share their perspectives on starting school
· to give schools an opportunity to gather perspectives of children and families on starting school and to use this to inform practice and provision
We are aware that many schools already produce their own materials and resources for children and families about starting school. We are offering this resource for schools to supplement their already established practices in relation to transition should they feel it is relevant and beneficial.
There are two sections to the booklet:
· A section for the child explaining important aspects about their school with suggested captions and phrases (you may already produce something similar)
· A section for the child and parents to think about and share their perspectives about starting school (many schools have identified that gathering child and parent views during transition is a next step for them)
You may wish to use both sections of the booklet or, if you already have your own booklet about starting school, just the section which asks children and families about their perspectives.
You will need to consider:
· how you will share the booklet with children and families - This could be on your website, via a learning platform such as Tapestry, SeeSaw, ClassDojo, etc. It is even better if it is printed and sent out to children and their families as not all families will be able to print out their own.
· how you will amend it for your school, the new children and their families – You will need to complete sentences and add your own pictures and captions in section 1. You may also wish to add pages, delete pages, reword phrases, change key words (e.g. “dinner” to “lunch”) etc. (The word document allows you to amend and save. If you save the finished document as a PDF file you can then print it as a booklet.)
· how children and parents will communicate their views and perspectives on starting school with you – this could be via email, telephone conversations, they could fill in and return the last section of the booklet, etc. You will need to give clear instructions on the last page of the booklet of your arrangements for this.
