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Valuing and acknowledging what parents already do at home is key to engaging and further supporting all parents/carers in their children’s learning in the setting and at home.
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Case study





After attending the Home learning Environment Collaborative project I took back lots of ideas which I shared with all practitioners.  As a team we decided to enhance something we already did.





At the moment we have two digital cameras which we send home with the children at the weekend on a rota basis. A letter accompanies the camera explaining how we would like parents to take a photograph of their child involved in an activity at home. When they bring the camera back we look at the photos with the children and then include them in the learning journeys alongside the child’s voice.





We wanted to use photographs of parents involved in activities with their child at home to make posters to display on the parents notice board. We adjusted the letter that went home with the camera and key persons also talked to parents individually as they took the camera home.





At first parents were a little apprehensive but as soon the first poster was produced the idea really took off and parents and children really love to see themselves on the posters.





The posters contain a photograph of a parent and child enjoying an experience/activity at home, and a clear, simple message that links to the EYFS. 





Not only do the posters show parents that we value what they are already doing at home, they provide opportunities for parents to learn from each other. The posters have been really useful in opening up conversations about learning at home.




















 

















Practitioners at St Mary’s Kindergarten made posters showing featuring their own children.





NAME gives us some snapshots of how the project developed. 





Key Person role





Key persons must make quality time to talk to parents.  These conversations need to focus on learning as well as care.  Discussing children’s progress both at home and  in the setting on an ongoing basis will inform a holistic knowledge of each child.

















Reflecting on practice:





How do you use information from parents to inform your planning and provision?





How confident are practitioners in the setting in talking to parents about early home learning?





What spaces are available in the setting to display information on early home learning for parents, including posters?








Out and About 





Do you organise trips out with parents?








Do you use these opportunities in a relaxed atmosphere to talk to parents about children’s learning?








How do you encourage parents to take their child to the library / on other visits / attend community activities?





























Remember – Going to the library is an activity that promotes young children’s development








How do you share these key messages with parents?





Remember… research suggests that practitioners should share with parents the importance of the following:
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Using a wide variety of texts 


 - encouraging repeating of favourites, talking about books.











Storytelling – and sharing stories at home























