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Making the most of everyday activities: Ways
in which Early Years practitioners can support
and develop children’s speech, language and
communication

The pages that follow provide a few examples of activities which typically occur every day in

Early Years settings and describe ways in which they can be used to promote children’s language
development. The activities are grouped according to children’s age and stage of development; these
broadly match both those in the EYFS and the descriptors for child language development in the
ECAT monitoring tool. The activities are described using the four themes of the EYFS and they can be
adapted to suit different ages. Each page outlines the ways in which practitioners can use the activity
to support children’s language development at an appropriate level by recognising the Unique Child,
building Positive Relationships, creating Enabling Environments and supporting the child’s Learning
and Development.
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