Fleckney Baptist Pre-school – case study

M came to the pre-school aged two yrs and three months (27mths) she attended for two afternoon sessions (two x two hour sessions) per week.  It soon became clear that M had a speech delay and this affected the way she interacted with the other children in the setting.  She often displayed disruptive behaviour and she obviously became frustrated and found it difficult to communicate what she wanted.  Staff employed a number of strategies to support M and spoke regularly with her parent.  The two year progress summary was completed when M was around 29 months and M’s key worker noted that ‘not all developmental milestones were being met’ and put communication and language at 16 – 26 months as well as personal, social and emotional development.  After discussing the 2yr progress summary with M’s parent M’s key person suggested that an appointment could be made with the Health Visitor and the summary taken along.  This was done and the outcome was that M had two visits from the speech and language support worker based at the local Children’s Centre.  Staff at the setting used the same strategies that were used by the support worker and the result was very positive.  One year later M is now at the desired level on the EYFS.

Strategies used to support M’s speech and language development –

Treasure baskets – this gave M the opportunity to play and explore in a quiet corner of the room with a staff member nearby, this was often used while the other older children were having a group story time.
Social communication groups – a small group of children with maybe one confident talker and two or three quieter ones.  This gave the opportunity for taking turns, making choices and communicating with others without pressure.  This was done using visual aids to enable understanding

Toddler talk strategy – a box of visual aids to support nursery rhymes which are used in a small group of no more than four children. (staff had previously visited the children’s centre to observe toddler talk strategies being used)

Modelling, pausing and commentary – speaking to M in short sentences, giving commentary on what she was doing/playing with, giving time for M to respond and ‘decode’ what was being said to her, giving her choices e.g. do you want to play with the red car or the blue car and then responding ‘oh you want to play with the blue car’. 

