	Top tips for settings and childminders to support  effective partnership working with parents

Transition is a process which must happen throughout the year

	Tips to consider all year round
	· Use parent reps (refer to case study)
· Attend Provider Briefings book online at www.leics.gov.uk/eytraining 
· Signpost families to Children’s Centres by displaying the posters for the children’s centre and the family drop in sessions

· Get to know the Family Outreach Worker in your local children’s centre.  What is their name and how can they be contacted?  Look at www.leics.gov.uk/childrenscentres2 for further details.

· Fully involve parents in children’s assessment, including Progress Summaries and The EYFS Progress Check at age two so that parents are fully informed about their child’s learning and development.

· Begin with an informal chat with parents/carers about timing of progress summaries so that they are aware it is happening

· Discuss child’s progress with parent/carer to gain their input/perspective prior to completion

· Consider meeting with parent/carer to complete the progress summary together

· Share progress summaries verbally with parents 

· Discuss and agree ideas for supporting learning at home

· Ensure parental input is recorded on the progress summary – consider doing this together

· Where possible consider carrying out the 2 year old check prior to the healthy child review in order that it can be shared with health visitors.

· The procedure for carrying out a progress summary should be set within the setting’s context of an ongoing two way dialogue about children’s learning and development.

· Update information about children’s interests regularly, in response to need / changes in circumstances.

· Include a section for ‘my family news’ on All About Me sheets
· Use the information gathered about children’s interests to inform practice, planning and provision.

· Liaise closely with parents regarding issues such as potty training, behaviour management, sleep routines, feeding and changing etc. in order to ensure consistency of care.

	Tips to consider when the child initially starts at the setting
	· Share information about what a learning journey is and what it contains.  Ensure that parents understand that this document belongs to them and how they can contribute.
· Personalise and share the EYFS Guide for Parents - download from www.foundationyears.org.uk.

· Establish meaningful relationships and make bonds with parents / families.

· Gather information about the child and their family, including:

· Contextual details / extended family / pets / culture
· Find out about people / places / dates which are important to the child / family.


